
THE VILLAGE OF ROMEOVILLE 
COMPREHENSIVE 

THE ROMEOVILLE VISION 
IT IS rt-IE GOAL OF ROMEOVILLE RESIDENTS TO CREATE A COMMUNITY WHEREIN FAMILIES CAN BE 

PltOVIOED A WE AND SECURE NEIGHBORHOOD: WHERE THERE lS DIVERSITY AND RESPECT; WHERE 
0-0lOREN ARE PROVIDED OPPORTUNITIES FOR GROWTH ANO DEVELOPMENT; ANO WHERE RESIDENTS 
CAN llE ASSURED THATTHE VALUE OF THEIR PROPERTY WILL BE MAINTAINED. 

T l-IE VISION fQR ROMEOVILl..E INCLUDES PROVIDING RESIDENTS WITH CHOICES AND O PTIONS FOR 
H~NG, TAAVEL RECREATIO N. CULTURAL ACTIVmES AND EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES; PROVIDING 
FOR THEIR BASIC PERSQNAl NEEDS: AND WHERE THE COMMUNITY ts VISUALLY ATl RACT!VE AND 
APPEALING. 

RESIDENTS WANT ROMEOVILLE TO BE A PLACE W HERE THERE IS AN OPEN EXCHANGE OF 
INFORMATION AMONG ITS RESIDENTS. BUSIN ESS OWNERS AND GOVERNMENT; W HERE "\'HE LOCAL 
GOVERNMEN1 IS FISCALLY RESPONSIBLE. YET ATIENDS TO THE COMMUNITY'S NEEDS FOR EXPANDING 
SERVICES; ANO WHERE THEY CAN BE FIUED WITH AAIDE ABOUT CALLING ROMEOVIU E HOME. 
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FUTURE LAND USE MAP 
ESTATE NEIGHBORHOODS 
llESIGNArrs IANO AREAS SUITAllU:: AND APPROf'RIATE fOR LARGE ESTAlE LOIS TO 
PRES(Rvt NATURA.I. LANDSCAPE f[l<lURES /IND T(l PROVlot=: AN AlTERNATt 
HOUSING CHO<CE IN T1'E Vil.LAGE: 

DETACHED RESIDENTIAL NEIGHBORHOODS 
OE'SICNAli:S LANO '//HERE 1"11[ ~EVAILING 01JIL01NC fYP[ •$ OETAChEO R!:SIO!)inM. 
OEVtL0PM£NT PR0111SIONS FOR PUBUC PllRKS. Cl\i1C BUILDINGS ,O..NO 
NEICHBOHHOOQ .. SCALE" C0!,<>,1ERCIAL LAND USES AR[ CONSIOER(O INT!:CRAL 10 
Q[TllCHEO RESIDENTIAL NllGhBORHOOOS. AND /IRE P~M111EO IN THIS LANO ust. 
PROVIDED THEY ARE IN APPROAAIAIE LOCl<TIONS IN lHE NEIGH90RHOOO 
'ITTAC1'<(D R£Sl0[Nl1AL 0£\if.'.LOP~ENT 15 APPROPR!l!.r£ IN TI-115 CL.\SS!FlCATION 
ONLY WH[N II IS OISP(RS(O 11-!ROUGMOIJ f TH[ NE!Gl190RH000. 

ATTACHED RESIDENTIAL NEIGHBORHOODS 
O(Sl(:NAlES LAND \'11-l(R( 1'1-!E PREVAILING SUtLOING TYPE IS AnACHED ~SIOENTIAL 
DEVELOPMENT PR0\115iON5 FOR PU9LIC PARKS. C\\llC BUILtl1NCS ANO 
l<NO NCIC+iSORHOOO SCALE COMMERCIAL LAND USES II.RE CONSIDERED IN fEGRAL TO 
~TTACHEO RESIDENTIAL NEICHBORHOODS. AND ARE PERMITTtO IN tH!S LANO USE. 
PR01110EO ill[V ARE IN APf>ROPRlA'iE LOCAllONS IN 111E NEIGH90RHOOD- OflACHfO 
RE~DCNTIAL OE'JELOP'..!Etll IS APPROPRIATE IN f!i/S CLASSlnCATION ONLY "'HEN If 
IS CUJSTI:RED IN rtiE N(IC>190RH000 

HERITAGE NEIGHBORHOODS 
T111S DESIGNATION APPU(S TO !HE ORIQNAL NEl\.t!BORl-IOOOS OE..U.OPED JN THE 
'.1LLACf HAMPTON P~Rt<. l.llKAN. ANO COlLEGE VIEW. IT 1$ INTENDED TD 
DlfTEll!'.NllAT[ tH[S[ N[IG.l1BORHOOD FROM Olll(RS IN THE VILLAGE OUE TO THrJR 
AGf; ANO Pi-i~CAL CHARAC1"ERIS11CS. AN!) THC t-:EEO TO APPLY N[W AN[) 
DIITTR[NT N(!GHBORHOOI) REOCVELOPMENT AAD PRESE:RVAnON IECHNIOUES TO 
MAINlAIN AN\l l'.IPRO'A'.: PROM:RlV VALUES ~'I hlE LONG RIJN 

ACTIVE ADULT NEIGHBORHOODS 
DESIGNATES LANO \'/HERE THE PREVAILING BUILDING T"Y?E IS MANAGED. DESIGNED 
AND IN TENDED TO 8[ OCCUPIED BY AOUt..TS 01,-(R FlnY-FlVE YEl<RS Of AGF. ANO 
ANO MAY ()I< MAY NO! RESTRIC! ClillJJR(N IN fHE tlE'JELoPMENT. PROVISIONS fDR 
FOR Pl.JBLIC PARKS. C1VIC 8UIL01NGS ANO N(JCN00RH000-SCAL£ COMMERCIAL USES 
USES ARI: CONSl.OE.R!D i>ilI:GRAL 10 ACTl'I'.: ADIJLT RESID(NTIAl NEJCliBORHOODS. 
AND Al!f Pl;R!.!ITIED IN Tli1S lANQ USf. PR0\110£0 Tl-f[V A.Rt IN APPROPRIATE 
LOCA T10NS IN THE Nt:ICllBOR!\000. 

TOWN CENTER 
D(SIGNAILS LAND Sl.llTAULE ANO APPROPRIArt FOR OEV[l.OPMLNT or A MIX or 
Of LANO USES IN A TRAlllllONAL COMMERCIAL ENVIRONMENT 111Tli MIX[D~USE 
BUIU)INGS. PEOES.ffll~N SCALED BIJILDINCS. ROADS ANO A..MENlnEs. COMP ARA Tl\/EL y 
HlCH 0(NS111ES. PROl<IMlfY TO TRA.'lSIT OPPORT\JNITIES, ANO G.£NCR01.JS AMOUNTS 
or PUBl.JC A•AENlnEs "NO PUBLIC SPACT:S. 

SPARTAN PLAZA REDEVELOPMENT 
TlllS OESlCNAnON APPLIES TO IHI· sr'ARTAN PLAZA SHOPPING CENlER AND 
ADJ'-HNINC COMMCRCtAL LANDS IN !HE Ci::N(RAL VIC!NIT~ Of NORMANTOWN ROAD 
ANO INDEPENDENCE 800L£V/IRO (llUNO!S ROUTE 5J). Ll\NO IN TI-11S Cl.ASSIFlCATION 
IS INfENDED TO BE. REDE\/ELOPfQ ANiJ TRANSiOR!A(D INIO A TRAOITIQNAL 
\llXl"O -US!: COMMERCIAl NEIGHBORtlOOO Willi W.IXfO-USE 8ulLO:NGS. PEOf.SIRIA"'­
'J.CAUJ) P.U!LDINGS. ROl\OS ANO ~MENITIES ANO C<:NrRO\JS A•.10l!NTS OF" PUBUC 
MtrNll!ES. A"ID PU9UC SPACES l'lilS AREA IS AL'W TARGETED AS A LOCATION 
rOR rue NEW CIVIC CE:NITR 

MIXED - USE 
APPLIES TO LANO SUl!A8LE AN!l APPRQPRll!.TE FOR DE\IUOPMfNT OF A COM"ACT 
MIX ~ RESIDENTIAL. COIJ ._,EROAL ANO OfFlCE USES IN ._,ll([O-U.5£ BUllJJll>GS. 
IJSUllUY Al DENSITIES 10 SuPPORT PUBl.IC !all.l<SP0RTATI0N 

CIVIC 
t)CSICNA.TfS Ll\"10 USf.D fDR 0\11C />.NO MUNICIPAL usts, INCLUOING auT NOT 
llMITED TO. SCHOOLS, U8RARIES. COMMUNITY BUILDINGS. POLICE STA1i0NS. FIRE 
STA.DONS. PUBLICS WOAKS fAOLlllES, MUSEUMS, CULf\JRAL f'AOllll~S. OAY CARE 
fACILIT!E.S ANO CllURCHES. 

METRA STATION DEVELOPMENT 
OfSIGNATES LANO SUITAaLE i\NO APPROPRIATE FOR OEVELOPMEt-.i Of A 
COMMUTER STAnON ANO ANCILLARY ~ACIUTIES. ANO A llMllED SELECllON Of 
OIHER USES THAT WOULD CONTRIBUTE TO THE CONNIVANCE" OF COMMUTERS. 
INCLUDING PARKING, CONVEN1ENC£ STORES ANO SHOPS. PERSONAL SER\11CES. A.UTO 
MAINTEN/\NCE SERVICES. PEDESTRIAN SHELTE'RS A.ND 0T!1f.R TRANSJ f US(S. 

COMMERCIAL 
APPLIES TO LANO APPROPR!A.lt. FOR A BROAD RANGE OF R(IAIL rooo S[RVICE. 
BUSINESS ANO PE'RSONAl SERVICE BUSlNESSES. 

BUSINESS SERVICES 
l<PPUES TO LANO SIJllASLE rOR: BUS:NESS SER'v!CES, RCTAIL AND fOOO SERVlct 
usrs <HIS LAND USE MAY INCLUI}[ SUSINESSES Hi AT SUPPO!lT NEAR BY 
iNDUSllllAL. WARr.HOUSE ANO RESEARCti USfS 

HIGHWAY COMMERCIAL 
DESICNA IF.S LAN[) APPROPRl,O. TE FOR AU IOMO!llLE A.NO Tf<"!IVf.'.L -RELATUl COMM[RCIAt 
/\NO SERVICC USES. 

OFFICE AND RESEARCH 
OESIGNA TES LAND usro PRIMARIL T FOR BUSINESS ANO PROOESSIONAL OfFlCES. 
RESEAROi AND DE\1£l.O?MENT. AND RELATED MANUFACT\JRING AND WAREHOUSE 
ACTIVITIES 
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MANUFACTURING I PRODUCTION I ASSEMBLY 
DESIGNATES L/INO SUITABLE ANO APPROPRIATE" roR MANUf/\ClURING. PRODUCTION. 
PROCESSoNG. A$$El.'8L Y USfS. AND ACCESSORY O<'"flC( ANO \'I AR El-IOU st' SPACE 

BASIC INDUSTRY 
OESICNAl£5 l'<llERt: MlNCRAL EXl"fACTION, Rt:FININC. RESOURCE R(COVCRY, Sl££L. 
Mill DPERAllONS ANO SlMllAR BASI(: INDUSTRIAL ACTI~!l(S ARE APPROPRIAi(. 

WAREHOUSE AND DISTR!BUT10N 
OESIGNA!ES AREAS SUllA.BLE FOR lOOSllCS USES INVOLVING HICH FlODR AREAS 
ANT) HfGH CUBIC AREA. WAREHOUSE P.NO DISTRIBUTION f'AOLITIE'S ANO l118R 
ATTrfolOANT OPt:R ... TIONS. 

AIRPORT 
APPLIES TO THE LANO OCCUPIED BY lli[ lEWIS UNl\/CRSITY AIRPORT AND 1rs 
ANCILLARY fAClllllES 

AIRPORT COMMERCIAL 
OESIGNAlES I.ANO Af)JAC!';NT 10 fHE Lf"/l!S UNIVERSITY AIRPORT INTENOtD TO Elf 
USED fOR OfTICE, RtlAIL, FOOD S£RY.CE, LOOGING, ANO PERSONAL ANO BUS:NESS 
SERVICE BUSINESSES lttAT ARE Rtl.AIED 10 OR \'IOUlD SUPPORT AIR?OR! 
()P(RATIONS 

AIRPORT INDUSTRIAL 
DESICNA l!S LANO AOJACEN T TO Til( LEWIS UNlllERSITY AIRPORT INTENDED ro 01: 
USU! 91' MANUFAC1\JR1NG, Of'nG( ANO RESEARCH BUS!NESSfS THAI RE0UtRt 
OR 11'0\JLO 8£NEFlT fROV THE PROXIMITY 10 fH[ AIRPORT FACILITIES. 

TRAVEL, ENTERTAINMENT & RECREATION 
OESICNATES AREAS 'Mi£RE. TRAVEL, (NTERIAINMENT ANO CQ!.'l~ ERCIAL RfCREATION 
USES Of REG10N/\L IMPAC! ARE. THE PREVAIUNC USE. n-+E LANO USE IS INTENDED 
ID ACCOMl~OOA.TE A CONCENffiATION OF tODCJNG. RESTAURANT. COMMERCIAL 
l~ECRf..ATIDN, ENTERIAINM(Nl USES, SUCH AS LIVE P(RrOR.MANCC TM(Aif.RS. 
MOTION PICTURE !'HEATERS AND \110[0. COM"UltR ANO VIRTUAL REAUlV \IENUES. 

MARINA 
DEStCN/IT(S LAND SUITABLE FOR OE\l[LQPM(NT Of A i~ ARINA fACIUfY ANO 
ACCESSORY USES ANO LIMITED COM~!£RCIJIL SUl'POOT SER\11CES ANO r ACIUDES. 

COLLEGE 
APPLIES TO LE"/l!S UNIVERSITY ANO lHE JOUEI JUNIOR CQUEC[ CMtPUSES ANO 10 
RELATED ro rl'!ESE INSTITUTIONS Dt'Ji..LOPMENT AND USES 

-----

PARKS 

.wlC J.!i 2001 
Df'A »INf;MhAIJC1e ~ 

ctJP'<11J(;>tf C :1001. 8 1: /.,ANfJ Pl,,<NNll"IC Sl7i'llCD' 

APPLIES TD PU8UC ANO PRIVllTE OPEN SPACE INIF.NDED ANO USED FOR ACTIVE 
ANO PASSI\/( RECREA !ION, BU! NOT C0NS£RVA flON PURPOSES 

OPEN LANDS 
APPLIES 10 LAND usro fOR OP£N SPACE PUl~POSES. BUl NOT PARKS OR 
CONSERVAnON Lo.NOS. AND MAY OR MAT NOT BE USED f'OR RECREATI~ 
PURPOSES SUCH IANOS INO.UDE unL1TY RICI-it-Of-WAY. MINtRAL EXTRACTION. 
CEML1t.R1ES. GOLf COURSES ANO rARMLAWlS. 

CONSERVATION 
DESIGNATES PUBLIC OR PRl\l.0.1l LANDS HAVl"IC WE:ILANOS. f"LOOOPLAIN. \YOOOL.ANOS 
OR OTHER NATURAL fEAlUUES TO BE l'RESERVl':D ANO PROlEClU> FROM 
DE\lt:LONENI OR LANDS CONlROLL.EO BY Tl1£ WIU COIJ"fY FOREST PRESERVE 
OISlRICl. ILUNOIS OEPART~("ll Of NlllURP.l R€S0URC£S. OR OTHCR CONSERVA.NCY 
/\G£NCY 

ROMEOVILLE CORPORA TE LIMITS 

EXISTING COLLECTOR STREET 

PROPOSED COLLECTOR STREET 

EXISTING ARTERIAL STREET 

• • • • • PROPOSED ARTERIAL STREET 

EXISTING BOUNDARY AGREEMENTS 

BIKE I PEDESTRIAN TRAILS 

LPS LAND 
PLAN NJ NG 
SERVICES, INC. 

116 \'V EST MAIN STREET. SUITE 208 
ST. C l·IARLES. IL 60 17 4 
(630) 584-0591 FAX, (630) 584-0592 



IMPLEMENTING THE VISION 
In order to achieve the Romeoville Vision, citizens prepared recommendations and ideas that fulfill the vision. 
These recommendations represent specific actions to be undertaken by the Vi llage, direct ions to influence 
future decisions, and ideas to stimulate creativity among landowners, developers and investors wishing to do 
business in Romeoville. 

The recommendations are divided into five categories: circulation; community development; recreation, civic 
and cultural development; community appearance; and, economic development. 
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THIS IS ROMEOVILLE 
hroughout the 18th and 19th centuries, areas in close proximity to the Des 

Plaines River·including the area now known as Romeoville-became popular spots 
for explorers and fur traders. When plans were made to connect Lake Michigan 
and the Illinois River, a number of communities were laid out along what is now 
known as the Illinois and Michigan Canal. Two towns were named after the 
Shakespearean characters, Romeo and Juliet. Several years after farmers from 
communities in New York and Ohio settled the town of Romeo in 1832, the 
City of Juliet changed its name to Joliet in order to honor one of the area's more 
famous explorers. Louis Joliet. In 1895, residents of Romeo decided to change 
the town's name to Romeoville, and the community was later incorporated. 

Having continued to grow and prosper through the years, Romeoville now ranks 
as one of the largest communities in Wilt County. The Village has the second 
highest industrial tax base per capita in the Chicagoland area due to its excellent 
location advantages. The Village's location on the Chicago Sanitary and Ship 
Canal and the proximity of rail lines and the natural resources of the area made 
it a desirable location for mineral extraction and basic industries such as oil 
refining, electric generation, and steel production. In fact. Romeoville is the 
terminus for numerous transcontinental pipelines. including the Trans·Canadian 
pipeline. 

Romeoville is a mere thirty miles southwest of the Chicago Loop and 
conveniently located along the Stevenson Expressway (1-55) and close to the 
North-South Tollway (1-355) and 1-80. Metra commuter rail service is available 
on several different lines in and near the community. Scheduled rail freight 
service is also available on the Burlington Santa Fe, the Elgin, Joliet & Eastern. and 
the Illinois Central railroads that cross the Village. 

.• ·~·••1•••··· 
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ZONING MATTERS 
ome property owners will note that the land use classification on the Future Land 

Use Map is inconsistent or in conflict with the current zoning and use of their 
property. The Future land Use Map does not change the current zoning or limit the 
current use of the property-if the use is a permitted use in the particular zoning 
classification. Nor does it change or affect the terms and conditions of any 
annexation agreements that may apply to property shown on the Future Land Use 
Map. 

The Future Land Use Map is not a zoning map. Nevertheless, it can be used to 
influence decisions about zoning when a property owner requests zoning change. 
The Village is authorized by Illinois Statutes to develop a plan for the use of all land 
within I Yi miles of its corporate limits, provided that no lands lying within the 
boundaries of another municipality have been included. In those instances where the 
Village has no boundary agreement with another municipality or is not coterminous 
with the boundaries of another municipality, the Future Land Use Map identifies the 
preferred land use for parcels outside the Village limits. 

Reserve land ~ul/1 of lewis Unil'eroty for expansion 
of the Univer..1ty or development of Unive1Srty.ff!/01ed 

Romeoville is located on the Chicago Sanitary and Ship Canal which provides 
water transportation to Chicago harbors, the Great Lakes, and the Illinois­
Mississippi waterways. The Village is in close proximity to O'Hare International 
and Midway airports. Lewis University Airport. located in the Village. boasts one 
of the longest runways in northeastern llUnois and serves host to a growing 
corporate fleet . 

•• .. 
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METHODOLOGY 
A Comprehensive Plan is often characterized as a community's blueprint providing the general 
direction for decisions concerning growth and related physical improvements in the community. 
With its boundaries all but fixed, Romeoville's decisions about growth and deve!opnlent will be les~ 
about adding territory and become more qualitative in nature, thus, requiring the Comprehensive 
Plan to provide more than tell ing us where development should occur. Village officials wanted the 
Comprehensive Plan to describe the kind of community residents want in the future. what it should 
look like, what features and amenities will be available to its residents, and what life in Romeoville 
should be !ike in the years ahead. Village officials recognized cornmunity participation in the 
planning process was essential in order to achieve this objective. 

Several techniques permitting residents to participate in the development of the Comprehensive 
Plan were used in conjunction with three specific events: a Community Attitude and Preference 
Survey. an Image Preference Survey, and the Community Design Charrette. 

COMMUNITY ATTITUDE AND PREFERENCE SURVEY. Th• 
Community Attitude and Preference Survey was mailed to every household (more than 4,000 in all) 
in the Village. More than 100 households responded to the lengthy questionnaire revealing 
invaluable insight into the attitudes, preferences and opinions of Village residents about all aspects 
of development of the community. 

IMAGE PREFERENCE SURVEY. An Image Preference Survey was constructed 
showing images of all types of development·good, bad and otherwise-in Romeoville and from other 
areas in the region and elsewhere. In all more than 360 images were used In the Survey. The 
Image Preference Survey was broadcast on local cable television channels over a period of several 
weeks in November 2000 and was also placed on the Village's web site for the convenience oi 
residents. More than 300 individuals participated in the Image Survey. 

ABOUT THE FUTURE LAND USE MAP 

This technique allowed residents to express preferences for various forms of developr'nent, without 
requiring extensive technical discussions of complex and often abstract planning concepts. It 
measures the community's preferences for various built fonns and environmental features and 
despite the wide diversity of participants quickly leads to a consensus as to community preferences. 
The findings from the Survey identified the type of developn1ent that is favored and disliked by 
Romeoville residents, and enabled residents to articulate their vision for Romeoville. 

The Image Survey uncovered three overriding community values about development ln the Village. 

• First. residents have a strong preference for attractive, well-designed development and public 
facilities, including parks and streets. High levels of property maintenance and copious amounts 
of landscaping are well received by people. Building architecture that provided visual interest 
and was harmonious with its surroundings and contributes to people's comfort wa.s well 
received. 

• Second. residents prefer land uses and physical design that reflect order and clarity. Confusing 
architecture. roads. signage, and mis-matched land uses are to be avoided. Neatness and 
simplicity are development attributes that residents find most appealing. 

• Lastly, residents have an overwhelming preference for pedestrian-friendly development and 
places where people can gather and enjoy themselves. Residents want to be able to walk along a 
shaded street lined with shops and restaurants. Residents want to be able to walk or bike to 
nearby pa rks and shopping. Residents want to be able to walk along a street and fee l 
comfortable and safe from traffic. 

COMMUNITY DESIGN CHARRETTE. The oext evem w" the Comm""ity 
Design Charrette. At the Charrette residents were gi'ten the opportunity to develop their own 
plans for Romeo'tille and formulate their recominendations for development or improvement of the 
community. The Charrette revealed residents are highly sophisticated in their expectations, 
particularly with respect to the character of development in the Village, and uncovered a well· 
spring of creativity and imagination with respect to the use or re-use of land in the Village. The 

Would you use the Metra train 
if ~rvice were available or 
more convenient? 

40°/o 
Don't know. maybe 300/o 
No 300/o 

l .a11clsca1) ing a ncl slrecl lrees a rc 
csse111ial 1.0 tl1e clesirahility o r a 
ncighbo rl1oo<I. 

Would you like to see a return of the 
neighborhood bakery. dry cleaner, coffee 
shop. corner rtore. etc. in Romeoville 
neighborhoods? 

Yes 760/o 
Don't know 13°/o 
No 11 % 

SLrongly agree 
1\ grce 
Ne uLra l 
l)isagrce 
Sirongly <lisag1·cc 

The Romeoville Top I 0 
THE IO MOST POPULAR COMMUNITY CHARACTERISTICS 
RESIDENTS WOULD UKE TO SEE IN ROMEOVTil.E TEN, TWENTY 
OR TIHRTY YEARS FROM NOW: 

I. WELL-MAINTAINED HOMES AND YARDS 

2. NEIGHBORHOOD SCHOOLS/ENTIRE PUBLIC SCHOOL SYSTEMS 
A KEY COMMUNITY ASSET 

3. WELL-DESIGNED AND LANDSCAPED DEVELOPMENT 

4. WEIJ,DESIGNED PUBLIC BUD.DINGS AND PROJECTS 

68% 
2i% 

3% 
I o/c 
I ')f, 

During the past few years. Romeoville. generally. has .. . 

Contlnued to be the community in which I want to 
live SO% 
remained pretty much the same 260/o 
Changed to be less of the community in which I want 
to live 240/o 

What would you improve upon the most in Romeoville? 

Visual appearance 
Road maintenance 
5hopping opportunities 
Property maintenance 
Traffic congestion 
Entertainment opportunities 

51°/o 
40°/o 
32°/o 
3201o 
29°/o 
18°/o 

IL 53 Illustrative Plan 
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The community lies in the Illinois and Michigan Canal National Historic Corridor. 
The historic US Route 66 runs through town and was. for most of Romeoville's 
history. its Main Street. The prairies. forests and wetlands in the Des Plaines 
River valley provide an ecologic.al and recreational wonderland. 

In the past four years, the Village has experienced unprecedented growth and 
development. More than four million square feet of industrial space was added 
during this period and the Village recently approved plans for a business park 
that could provide as much as 20 million additional square feet of industrial 
space. The population swelled from 1-4,000 persons in 1990 to more than 
21.000 in 2000 with a projected population of -40.000 persons by 2020. plus the 
10,000 residents of Carillon and Lakewood Falls in unincorporated Will County. 

Romeoville is unique in its commitment to both small-town caring and big city 
development. In Romeoville, residents still believe in old-fashioned concern for 
their neighbors, and although many of the Village's residents work and socialize 
in Chicago and surrounding suburbs, they come home to Romeoville to enjoy 

the area's natural beauty, peace and quiet. 

THE PURPOSE OF THE 
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 
T he Comprehensive Plat'! is~ policy document Intended to 
help guide growth and devetopment tiec.isions in the Village. 
The Plan is an expression of the Q.'lmml»llty's expectations 
and aspirations and Identifies the ·~ and amenities 
desired for future use by the cit~uns le ~izes the 
community's physical. social, pollttcal. cultUral ant:! economic 
characteristics are mutually dependent. 

The Comprehensive Pian is not a rigid or static~ Mites. 
Rather, It 1s fluid, dynamtc. The object1i/es. and 
recommendations are Intended to allow flexlbllh.y in hght of 
new information or opporcun1ctes The Plan is not Jn 
attempt to predict the future: It is an attempt to record the 
basic,- C:Ol"Q coi'nmunlt)l development values and princif)a$ 
that r.ltizrans of Roraeovllle share •nd to use them 11'; 
guideposts In future decisions concerning growth, 
(re)development, and improvement 1n the community. It 
guides deliberations involving land development. land use 
regulations, and infrastructure Investment. 

Its timeframe Is both the near and distant future. The 
Comprehensive Plan has no expiration date but it should be 
revisited on a regular basis to evaluate it against changes in 
technology, community values, and development practices 

and to keep the vision current. 

Romeoville s hould have a 
downtown area wbere people 
could walk along streets 
lined with shop windows and 
trees and outdoor dining 
areas. 

Strongly agree 
Agree 
Neutral 
Disagree 
Strongly disagree 

5 1% 
24% 
15% 
6% 
4% 
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JoHet junior 
College 

Mixed-Use 
Buildings 

The general aviation 
tacility in Romeoville is 
an asset. 

IMAGE PREFERENCE SURVEY 

A s part of the public involvement process for the preparation of the Romeoville Comprehensive Pion, residents 
participated in an Image Preference Survey to create o consensus about choices that affect the future of the 
commuinty. Tlie images (and their cumulorive scores) indicate core community vo/ues and lay rhe (oundatian o(the 
vision cirizef!s hove (or Rorneoville.. Fram this vision, print!iples to guide growth and (re)deve/opment strategies are 
derived. The most positive images, in effect, ore the building blocks for the Comprehensive Plan and future 
investment in Romeoville. 

Images that incorporate pedestrian·(riendly designs, proportions, amenities, well-designed buildings, and landscaping 
scored higher than those that did not Favorable images were not limited to old or "historic" scenes. The use o( 
land or buildings did not influence scores as much as the appearance of the pedestrian or public realm. 

During the follow-up workshop aft.er the Image Preference Survey, residents idenri(ied the following attributes as 
particularly desirable: 

5. CITIZEN PARTICIPATION IN ALL LEVELS OF COMMUNITY 
DEOSION MAKING 

6. EASY TO UNDERSTAND ROAD NETWORK 

\·\T ha l \\'Otdd be vou1· priori ties ror 
ne'v land use o r cleve lo pn1en1 1n 
Ro1ncovillc? 

q." 

7. SMALL TOWN ATMOSPHERE 

8. TREE-LINED STREETS 

9. WIDE CHOICE OF SIT-DOWN RESTAURANTS 

I 0. CENTRAL BUSINESS DISTRICT WITH PEDESTRIAN FRIENDLY 
STREETS 

Source: Romeoville A1tr1ude & Preference Survey 

THIS Sl(ETQ; l'i NVTH!R ..m!OYEO NOil A CO/l\MlfMENf er rHE '~"' 
ArJTNOl<J T!ESANO r; Pll!W(/'£0 liE/IEJN ONLY f-Ofl. lllUITAA 11\'f IUlFoSU, 

. " 

13ikc 1>aLhs and Lrails 59% 
lle~taurants 54<;t 
~'l ore o pe n SJ):"lCe ·~8% 
inglc fan1ily hc) n1es 40% 

Si ng le use rc1;1i l buildings 23o/r 
~1! 0 1 ·e incl L1s1ry l 2<Jf, 
Nlove·UJ) housing 10% 
~ lixccl·usc builclings tQ<X, 
· ro\\•n h o n ics 2% 
1\pa r1 111en1s I% 

-- -~--~ 
n.i$ ihrf;H !S NE/THfll .omO\'tCI NOR A COMMITMENT SY 711~ CON'OAATE 
~llfi.d:t1 nn At/O a Pll!lENJEO HENJN ONl.1 k)A IW}STAA Tl\>£ Ml'OIE~ 

THE VILLAGE OF ROMEOVILLE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 

SUMMARY 
The Image Preference Survey demonstrated that citizens desire and prefer pedeS[rian-friendly commercial 
development, pedestrian-friendly parking lots, streets and sidewalks, and, generally, a high quality public realm, 
including civic spaces and buildings, porks and open spaces. Interestingly, many of these choraaeriS[ics ore 
present in Romeoville, today, bur not in a concentrarion that contributes to a critical mass. It would appear efforts 
by the Village to provide these choroaeristics in its developments and redevelopments, would be consistent with 
the expectations of residents and would likely (ind support among much of the citizenry. The survey results, and 
comments by residents during the follow-up discussions, indicate a mismatch between what the community 
expeas and prefers in new development and what the Vi/loge's land use and development regulations can deliver. 
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